


 

Discussion 

Section 43 of the Act establishes the process for making Practice Guidelines. Practice Guidelines 
provide for the interpretation, use or application of the: 

 Planning Rules (the Planning and Design Code or Design Standards) 

 Building Rules (the Building Code of Australia, regulations or Ministerial Building Standards). 

Practice Guidelines are made by the Commission with the approval of the Minister for Planning and 
Local Government, and must be notified in the Government Gazette and published on the SA 
Planning Portal. 

A Practice Guideline may also make a declaration as to the effect of a provision of the Planning 
Rules or Building Rules in a particular set of circumstances, or it may specify variations that will, in 
relation to deemed-to-satisfy development, constitute a minor variation.  

 
(Attachment 1). 

A draft Fact Sheet on what can and cannot be detailed in a Practice Guideline has been prepared 
by the Department (Attachment 2). The Fact Sheet also includes examples, as well as a template 
for drafting Practice Guidelines. It is recommended that the Commission endorse this Fact Sheet 
and agree for it to be published on the PlanSA Portal. 

 

Attachments: 

1.  

2. Fact Sheet on Practice Guidelines under the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 
2016 (#17796361). 
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PRACTICE GUIDELINE X 

[Name] [Year] 

 

This instrument is certified pursuant to section 52(1) of the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

This practice guideline is issued by the State Planning Commission under section 43 of the 

Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016. 

Introduction 

Section 43(1) of the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 allows the State Planning 

Commission (the “Commission”), with the approval of the Minister for Planning and Local 

Government, to make practice guidelines with respect to the interpretation, use or application of 

the Planning Rules or the Building Rules (as those terms are defined under the Act).   

Section 43(1) of the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 allows the State Planning 

Commission (the “Commission”), with the approval of the Minister for Planning and Local 

Government, to make practice guidelines with respect to the interpretation, use or application of 

the Planning Rules or the Building Rules (as those terms are defined under the Act).   

Practice guideline 

Part 1 – Preliminary  

1 – Citation 

This practice guideline may be cited as the State Planning Commission Practice Guideline X 

(NAME) YEAR. 

2 – Commencement of operation 

This practice guideline will come into operation on the day on which it is published on the SA 

planning portal.  

3 – Object of practice guideline 

The purpose of this practice guideline is to [OBJECT] 

4 – Interpretation  

In this practice guideline, unless the contrary intention appears –  

Act means the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016. 

Code means the Planning and Design Code. 

Note:  Section 14 of the Acts Interpretation Act 1915 provides that an expression used in an 

instrument made under an Act has, unless the contrary intention appears, the same meaning as in 

the Act under which the instrument was made. 

Part 2 – [HEADING] 

5 – [CLAUSE HEADING] 



 

(1) Pursuant to [policy number, module] of the Code, [DESCRIBE THE INTERPRETATION, 

USE OR APPLICATION OF THE PLANNING RULE] 

This practice guideline is made by the State Planning Commission on [xx yyy 2021] with the 

approval of the Minister on [aa bbb 2021]. 




